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the nation, restore agriculture and business
gtheir former prosperity, and save capltahsm

political, not economic. He saw that
should control the economy, not the

Qy around.
ly sure defense of contipuing lib-
i “is a government strong
enough to pHgtect the interests of the people,
and a people ¥jrong enough and well enough
informed to maqfain its sovereign control over
1its government.” e Roosevelt administration
proved once more tRat it was possible for such
a government to ex¥t and such a people to
flourish, and restored B, the United States its

‘position as “the hope of ¥e human race.”

READING REVIEW

1. According to Commager, what %
major accomplishments of the Newx
2. Cite two pieces of evidence which{g
used to support his conclusion that the" ew Deal
“is here to stay.” X

- 3. Why did Commager reach a favorable conclusmn

about. President Roosevelt and his ‘New Deal
policies?

A Critic on
the New Deal

e verdict of htsiory abc:ut the New Deal has not
been all favorable. Some critics of the New Deal
charge that it expanded the authority of the fed-
eral government by taking away powers of state
governments, They point out that the New Deal
programs _greally increased the national debt
Critics also argue that the Roosevelt administra-
tion helped labor unions to bécome much too

- powerful.

John T. Flynn was one of these critics who

*believed that Roosevelt's Wew Deal policies were

disastrous for the nation. Flynn was particularly

.. worried about the growth of the govérameént bu-

reaucracy and its increasing power. Ini this selec-
tion from his book The Roosevelt Myth, written in
1948, Fiynn alsc bitterly attacked. Roosevelt hini-
self as wel! as his policies.

READING FOCUS

1. What lasting changes did Roosevelt’s policies
have on American economic and political
systems?

. Why did Flynn feel Roosevelt’s New Deal policies
were disastrous for the nation?

Many good people in America still cherish the
false idea that Roosevelt performed some
amazing achievement for this country. They
believe he took our economic system when it
was completely broken down and restored it to
vitality. They think he took over our political
system when it was weakest and restored it to
its full strength. He put himself on the side of
the underprivileged masses. He transferred
power from the great corporation executives to
the simple working people of America. He con-
trolled the adventurers of Wall Street, and
gave security fo the humble men and women
of the country.

But not one of these claims is true. He did
not restore our economic system to vitality. He
changed it. The system he so stupidly moved
us into is more like the bureaucracy of Ger-
many before World War I than our own tradl-
tional order.

Before his regime we lived in a system
which depended for its expansion upon private

. investment in private enterprise. Today [1948]

we live in a system which depends for its ex-
pansion and vitality upon the government.
This is a prewar European importation. And

it was 1mported at the moment when it had :

fallen apart in Europe. In this system the gov-
ernment takes by taxes or by borrowings the -
savings of all the citizens and invests them in
non-wealth-producing undertakings in order
to create work.

Behold the picture of the American econ- -
omy today. In America today every fourth per-
son depends for .a livelihood upon employment -
either directly by the government or indirectly
in some indust'ry supported by government
funds, There is. a public debt of $250 billion,
compared t0 a pre-Roosevelt debt of $19 billion,
and a government budget of $40 billion 1nstead
of $4 billion before Roosevelt. Inflation has
doubled prices and reduced the lower-paid em-
ployed workers to a state of poverty as bad as

that»of the unemployed in the depressmn More‘ o

Adapte’d ﬁ-om The Reogevelt Myth by Johri T Flynn.




people are on various kinds of government re~
lief than when we had 11 million unemployed.
‘Bureaucrats:are in,every field of lifé. And the
Presidentis-callingfor more power, more price-
fixing, more. regulation, and more billions.
Does. this look like the traditional American
Lgeeme? s it e L
~+No, Roosevelt did not regtore our.economic
- system. He: did.not _construct a, new .one, He
subistituted-an/fold oneswhichilives,upon. pet
_manentcrises and;an.arm rrlgen’.cuecopbtny‘;x; ;
he did mot by a process of orderly design and
building, but by a series of mistakes. He moved
“ione'step at a time; inflight.from one problem
to another. Now. we-have a state-supported eco-
-riomic:system that:will.continue 2 little at.a
time to destroy:the private system until it dis-

appears:altogether.” «ovi fa :
“Roosevelt did not restore our political sys-
teth toits full strength, Onemay like the shape
into: which he: battered: it, but.it caunot be
called acfepair job; He changed our political
system’ with.two weapons- blank-check con-
- gressional -appropriations, and . blank-check
congression 1'31:1Qgi_s'l§,tion" In, 1933 Congress
© gavewpimuehofits power when it put billions
intohisshands; It gave.him; a,blanket appro-
priation-tocbespent at his.own, will, And it
passed generallaws leaying it to.him, through
. ~great goverhment bureaus:th t.he. set up, to
fill in the details of legislation, . .3 ; ‘
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'} Mhése twlo mistalesgaye Rooseyelia power
which he used mithlessly. He uised it to break
Q0 'f)hef 500 ) Qaq yﬂsq : +

itiititherkia
- thesetwo ‘betrayals;
o rothidtsystem-and

1 Bystéin-rcanfonly:

‘tivesigoverriment , canndt, .survi
" “economy. Suchail economy can be managed
only by.a dictatorial go !
sult of our présent sys utiless we reverse
‘the drift—will be the gradual disappearance of
the system of frée enterprise under a free rep-
resentative government. :

Thete are people who honestly defend this
change. They at least are honest. They believe
in a planned economy. They believe in a highly

Roosevelt saved our

- 1&eyes of.ou

~gigarednd -farseding o

" “using it to advance their owri evil purposes.

ent. The only re- -

ated:by a powerful

system. They say he has given us a new one.
That is logical. But no one can praise Roosevelt
for doing this:and then insistithat he restored
our traditional political andieconomic systemis
to their former vitality.: S 5
Roosevelt’s:star was sinking sadly in 1938
when he had 11 ‘milliofi unemployed and when
Hitler made hisfirst war moves in Europe. The
cities were filling;with jobless workers. Taxes
were rising. The debt was soaring. The war
rescued him sand he 'sﬂé"i'iéd; pon it like;ia
drowning man; By leading his country into the

fringés of ;the ‘war at first and then deep into.

itsicenter all over. the wyorld hewas able to do
~the 6ply things that: could save him-—spend

billions to spread the hot flames ‘of -war hys-

féria hnd ‘piib every'mén and wordah into the |
var mills. Unider the pressure of ‘patriotism,
he.could silenge criticismjand work up'the il

1d:; But, go’
back throughithe years, read the speeches and
platforms and’judgments Roosevelt made, and
consider them in the light of what he did. Look
up ‘the, promises ‘of thrift in public office, of

sdibudgetsiand, : f honesty

“being! as/ tha
* phist” phiflanthropist; and warrior ‘
hoated but ‘of puré propagandawA:small: col-

9l systends. S e

3. According to Flyiy, what was the result .of a

“planned econorny” % ’

4. Why do you think ¥

strong feelings?

5. What do you think of
dent Roosevelt?

lection of dangerous people in thisicountry are

[




